[Epidural block as a component of anesthesiological provision during abdominal operations].
Two modes of general anesthesia with artificial ventilation in combination with epidural block differing in a hypnotic component (inhalational or intravenous) were studied in 27 patients. A combination of general and epidural anesthesia afforded the best protection from surgical stress during major abdominal operations. Inhalational or intravenous anesthetics may be equally used to induce unconsciousness. The fact that there may be blood loss is not an absolute contraindication to epidural anesthesia. The safety and controllability of combined anesthesia increase when its individual components are monitored and the protocol is strictly observed. There is a need for further development of objective criteria for efficient regional block under general anesthesia.